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Study of St. Katherine Monastery Postcard

Sherif Samra

This black and white post card in Greek language was given to the sender visiting St.
Katherine Monastery by the Superior Monk. Few words to the Sunday School Times
in Philadelphia, U.S.A were hand written on May 7th, 1919 to explain the sender’s
voyage but it was not postmarked at Gabal EI- Tor Camp until May 15th , 19109.
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There are some brain-storming points to shed the light on the mail to and from this
remote area in Sinai, Egypt.

1) The postmark is English in Gabal EI- Tor Camp and the typical translation would
be: (Uskll Jis Swas) The Post mark in Arabic is (Lsh!l Js saa) and the typical
translation in English would be Gabal El- Tor Quarry! Did the post mark come from
one post office serving the Camp and the Quarry? Or maybe ...?

2) The difference of 8 days between the writing and the postmark has some
significance. Did the sender take the postcard with him on his travel on camels as he
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mentioned in his words. Or perhaps we should assume that the mail was regularly

collected from the Monastery, perhaps weekly.
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This is for the reader of our L.O.P to respond back with facts and figures, particularly
from those who study Egyptian postmarks at the turn of the 20th Century.
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The Riester Essays - An Educated Guess

Sherif El Kerdani

"An educated guess”, quite a comprehensive phrase coined by the late Mr. Leon
Balian when | had tried to explain something that had no documentation, but had
rather been the result of logical deduction. This is what | am trying to do here.

The Riester essays of 1866
for the second issue have
always been  described
merely as "with
ornamentations™ or "without
ornamentations”, and that
the former — even if cut to
size — can always be
identified by the so called
horizontal extension lines
from the top frame of the
essay.

Let us take a close look at
those essays with

ornamentations, we shall .
deduce the following: Fig 1
1 — The design is that of a
bird singing atop a harp with
floral designs on both sides,
resembling in part
Florentine "Grotesque Art". The whole motif is upside down.

2 — The inking was not even on all examples, some showing the full design like the
green one in Fig. 1, while the others show several degrees of under inking.

3 — The blue one in Fig.2 had been cut a little wider on the right side showing an
upward vertical line (red arrow) which is perpendicular to the so called right extension
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line, this vertical line plus the extension lines appear to be more of a frame for the
ornamentation rather than being related to the essay itself.

4 — With magnification of the top frame of the
essay, Fig.3, we can see the right extension line
going through the uppermost part of the right
frame of the essay, while on the left side the
extension line stops above the left of the top frame
and does not touch it (arrows). This occurs on all
essays. A ruler shows them to be one line broken
in the middle; again they cannot be related to the
essay.

An educated guess from the above data would be;
the Riester printers at some stage needed a
"support™ for the essay die, for this they used the
"ornamentation™ die and cut through its upper edge
to fit in the former, both together locked in form, they started printing. They paid little
attention to the orientation and inking of the motif as it was being used merely as a
splint and had not been intended to be part of the essay design.

At another stage, probably later, they were able to abandon the "support™ and print the
essay on its own.

As | mentioned before, this is merely a theory, | am open to suggestions.
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New recorded First day of usage

Amro E. Kandeel

According to all catalogs the British Forces in Egypt 1 Pi. Letter seal was seen with
the earliest postmark 25th of August 1933. It was like it's earlier Postal seal to be used
on the back of covers mailed by Soldiers which were to be mailed at military post
office boxes to qualify for the reduced rate of 1 Pi. to pay for any letter by surface to
the UK instead of 15 mill. Provided all the above was met, then the letter went through
without any taxation. Very rarely would you see the seals used on Post cards. It is
more convenient to send a letter and write as much as you want rather than to send a
post card with limited space and no privacy as the card can be read by anyone. Below
you will find a letter seal used on a post card with black retta cancellation and # 13
crown cancel which was used in the Alexandria and Abu Kir area. The thing that
makes this post card truly outstanding is the Mamura civil postmark which reads either
12 or 13 August 1933. That date is way in advance of the recorded 25th August 1933
in all Catalogs. It is now the earliest recorded usage for the 1 Pi. Letter seal. Enjoy

LETTER SEARQ |
APIASTRE
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Farouk Civil Unrecorded Positional Verities

Ahmed Nabil

Dot above Letter "J" in "4usaall" Position 92: Unrecorded .
Constant Positional Variety in every other pane for controls A/40 f
and its cancelation till 1 Mil control block A/40 B/40 A/41

Dot under King’s Left Eye Variety Position 10: 3 Mil with new
unrecorded constant position

New unrecorded constant positional variety 3 Dots beside the i ‘ H A

King’s Face in control A/42 and its cancelations in Pane B ‘
J..L

New unrecorded positional variety Dot in the corner of control A/42 {

and its cancelations in pane B

Dot under the control: Although this is the first printing of the 20 Mil in grey, the
numbers written is stroked from old printings !! (A/39 A/40 A/42 A/43) This is
because when they were printing the 20 Mil in grey, they have used same plates of the
ultramarine color control number A/39 A/40 A/42 not a new one, and stroked the
AJ42 and wrote A/43, this conclusion is confirmed comparing the two controls we will
have accurate similarity with the same flows (dot under the control)
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Famous butterflies of Eqgypt

VlIadimir Kachan

About 63 species of butterflies are known from Egypt and one from these species is
the first butterfly to be recorded in history. Butterfly Plain Tiger with scientific name
Danaus chrysippus, also known as the African Monarch, (Figure 1 — stamp of
Jordan 1992 with butterfly Danaus chrysippus) belongs to the same scientific genus
as the American Monarch butterfly, considered to be the most famous butterfly in the
world thanks to the tremendous distances it migrates. The African Monarch is one of
the most well-known species of butterflies in the world. Besides occurring across
Africa it is found in southern Europe and most of southern Asia. Its bright colour
protects it from predators because it is very unpalatable and birds do not try to eat it as
they know it tastes very bad! The African Monarch Butterfly feeds on the milkweed
plant and its body retains some of the milkweeds toxicity which makes it smell and
taste awful to predators. It therefore is able to escape being peeves
eaten most of the time. Because of this it flies more directly

I S o
wer ZANZHNMCA  biar

T

than other species who have to fly erratically to avoid a =

predators. Therefore our summer months are filled with the § < ;; E

slow, lazy and flaunting flight of the African Monarch § = .= ¥
5  HK.OFJORDAN O

butterfly. The unique ability of the larvae of the African
Monarch to digest the toxic milkweed plant allows them to fly
slowly and near the ground so that potential predators have ample opportunity to view
the bright colours on their wings and seek food elsewhere. This colouration of the
African Monarch is so effective that other butterflies have evolved similar colourations
even though they are not poisonous. African Monarch Butterflies are found in many
environments throughout Southern Europe and Africa. They can be found in deserts or
open countryside and high up in the mountains, even up to altitudes of 9,000 feet.

3

From the deepest, darkest caves have emerged pictures of humanity from thousands
of years ago. And in an Egyptian tomb, that of Nebamun in Luxor, on a painting
called “Fowling in the marshes” (from around 1350 BCE) comes one of the oldest
human depictions of butterflies. And, it happens to be of the African Monarch,
Danaus chrysippus, sometimes called the plain tiger, a close relative of our beloved
North American Monarch butterfly, Danaus plexippus. This butterfly has the
distinction of being the oldest known to have been represented by man. Seven

16
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specimens of it (with typical white-dotted Danaus body) are
shown flitting over the papyrus swamp (Figure 2 — Artwork
of Egypt with fragment of the painting in an Egyptian
tomb with illustration of the African Monarch butterfly).
Of course, there is nothing special about being the oldest
depiction of a butterfly by Homo sapiens. But suffice it to

NISE- ' y say, butterflies, metamorphosis, wing patterning, and the
2) beauty of nature have been on our minds for a very long time.

wl
<
Ll
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A Dblue butterfly is a breathtaking example of Mother Nature at her finest. Because
of its beauty, a blue butterfly is often thought to have special meaning and symbolism
for those lucky enough to see one. Although seeing a blue butterfly is not a common
experience, several species throughout the world are blue—or appear to be—and each
holds special significance for its admirers. ‘ 2

The color blue in a butterfly is often thought to
symbolize joy, color or a change in luck. Sometimes |
a blue butterfly is viewed as a wish granter.
Pseudophilotes sinaicus, the Sinai Baton Blue, one
of the world's smallest butterflies with wingspan
from 6.25 mm to 9.5 mm, lives only on
mountainside patches of wild thyme in an arid
corner of the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt called Saint
Katherine Protectorate (Figure 3 - stamp of Egypt
2007 with butterfly Sinai Baton Blue). The upperside of the male’s wing is a brilliant
blue, while that of the female is dark brown. Both the male and female Sinai baton
blue have a distinct black bar on the wing, and black fringing with
a white border. Due to its small size, the adult butterfly is
relatively sedentary, rarely flying more than 50 metres. The adults
of this species feed almost exclusively on the nectar of Sinai
thyme, but will also occasionally feed on nectar from other plants.

Cleopatra VII Philopator (69 — 30 BC) was Queen of the
Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt (Figure 4 — stamp Egypt 1914
with Queen Cleopatra). She was also a diplomat, naval
commander, polyglot, and medical author. As a member of the

17
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Ptolemaic dynasty, she was a descendant of its founder
Ptolemy | Soter, a Macedonian Greek general and
companion of Alexander the Great. Butterfly Gonepteryx
cleopatra is arguably the most beautiful in the genus
(Figure 5 - stamp of Jordan 1993 with butterfly
Gonepteryx cleopatra), the males being deep yellow on
the upperside, flushed on the forewings with orange. The
Cleopatra is found in the warmer regions of Europe
including most of Spain and Portugal, the south of
France, Italy, Croatia, southern Greece, Turkey and most
Mediterranean islands. Its range extends east to Syria,
and also includes the north African counties. Gonepteryx
cleopatra is found in warm, dry and often rocky habitats including light deciduous or
coniferous woodland, scrubby grassland and roadsides. It is most commonly found at
altitudes between sea level and about 1200m, but there

are records from as high as 3000m. Gonepteryx L;fum_f/}m:(:/;
cleopatra is a medium-sized butterfly with a wingspan of ?353365 i
about 50-70 mm (2.0-2.8 in). This butterfly was the : :
firstly described in 1767 by the Swedish naturalist Karl %
Linnaeus and named in honor of the historical and io-

renowned Queen of Egypt, Cleopatra. . ma HLEOFJORDAN. G

ES ool

VTV VTTTY

p
b

King Farouk of Egypt was the penultimate King of Egypt (succeeding his father,
Fuad 1), in 1936 — 1952. His full title was "His Majesty Farouk I, by the grace of God,
King of Egypt and of Sudan, Sovereign of Nubia, of Kordofan and of Darfur”. He was
known for his extravagance and lavish lifestyle. He was collector who collected coins,
weapons, butterflies, watches, cigarettes, cars and many other things, incl. and postage
stamps. King Farouk was fascinated by butterflies. His unique collection consisted of
7,000 butterflies from all parts of the world, including very rare species (Figure 6 —
Artist's drawing and normal stamp of Papua New Guinea 1975 with rare
butterfly Ornithoptera allotei). At present, this beautiful collection of butterflies is
on display in the Hunting Museum of the Manial Palace in Cairo.

The Author is ready to help for philatelists in creating of philatelic exhibits on

butterflies and moths. His address: Vladimir Kachan, street Kulibina 9-49, Minsk-52,
BY-220052, Republic of Belarus.

18
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Principles of Traditional Exhibit Composition

Amr El-Etreby

According to the FIP regulations the following is considered as the main principles of
Traditional exhibit composition.

The Title page:
Title page must contain an introductory statement, which explains the aim of the
exhibit. It must be followed by a logical plan.

Material appropriate to traditional philately includes, among other things;

1. Adopted or rejected essays, die-proofs, plate proofs, colour trials, plate flaws and
other errors in stamp production.

2. Postage stamps, whether unused or used, singles or multiples, and stamps used on
cover, postal forms, mixed franking with other countries etc.

3. The different usages of the stamp including the different cancellations, rates, routes,
although an exhibit consisting entirely of this material would be more appropriate under
Postal History.

4. Local stamps, private delivery services, parcel company and carrier stamps, shipping
company stamps etc.

5. Varieties of all kinds, such as those of watermark, gum, perforation, paper, printing
and colour as well as specialities of a single country.

6. Plate reconstructions and studies of printing plates.

7. Perfins, postally accepted overprints and value surcharges, all kinds of postal labels
like registration labels, parcel stickers etc if they are supporting the story to be told.

8. Postal stationery if they are printed with the same cliché as postage stamps and
stationery outcuts, if they are used as postage stamps.

9. Postally used fiscal stamps and unused fiscals valid for postal use.

22



March 2019 L’Orient Philatelique No 143

10. Postal forgeries. Other forgeries and reprints only in comparison with the genuine
stamp if used in a traditional exhibit presenting for instance one issue.

Exhibits will also be considered as traditional philately, if they are made up as
following

1. Collections showing the development of postage stamps.

2. Special studies of papers used in stamp production, gums, perforations, colour
variations, errors of graphic design, perfins.

3. Collections of borderline postage items such as letter-culture, letter closing,
newspaper labels etc.

4. Collections of fakes and forgeries, reprints, registration labels etc.

5. Research collections like plate reconstructions, development of plate flaws.

The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that
Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously
translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections,
with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question.

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages
and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the
interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical
circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon,
handwritten annotations and talismanic markings.

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item;
front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall
be happy to oblige as soon as possible.

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items.
Email : egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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6 MOHAMED GAIAL ST, HELIOPOLS 11341,CARO EGYPT
MOB : 01227114231
EMAIL : VAHEV@HOTMAIL COM

Specialized: Egypt Postal History, Covers, Revenues, Post Cards.

Khalid M. EL Shamaa
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Simon Arzt (Wreck Cover — Imperial Airways Liner Courtier)

Alaa M. Massoud

A new great member joined my interesting postal history exhibit set of Simon Arzt
Port said (1890-1954), it is a cover issued at Simon Arzt Port Said post office, struck
by the most famous canal area post office mark cds type | (Fig
1) on 28" Sep 1937, bearing a combination of airmail stamps of
total 55 mill franking at both cover sides (Fig 2, Fig 3), as
airmail registration fees attached with registration red label no.
5127, also the cover was sealed on the back with SI brown wax,
addressed to Dorchester — a country town of Dorset, UK — by
Imperial Airways Line Carrier, (India, Iraq, Egypt, Europe
route),
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Qctober 01, 1937
Phaleron Bay, Greece

2 (passengers:2 crew:0)
0

érashed as it landed in Phaleron Bay. Two passengers drowned. Poor visibility was blamed for
the accident.
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The Courtier passing Alexandria city in 28 Sep 1937 R.Z. cds, after that the carrier
Courtier sank at Pholeron Bay in Greece, the Accident details recorded on 1% Oct
1937, within “Plane Crash Info” (Fig 4),

addressed to Pl)'"““““‘ England. It has the "

I have a cover from this mail, hesives have floated off,

: » M. The ad
Alexandria departure mark of 30 1X 37 9.30 K M:- slet
and there are two wreck cachets, both struck in viok

DAMAGED BY SEA WATER

DAMAGED BY
SEA WATER
IN AIRPLANE
ACCIDENT

Also controlled with (Damaged Sea Water In Air Plane Accident) rectangle violet
color cachet (Fig 5),

1937
: : Bay, Greece.
.. The Imperial Airways liner Couruerlsank at 1\’&\;}?2“\.&(\ :nd e
. l- bound from Alexandria carrying mails from India,
C /

lost their lives.

October 1
when homewar

acsengers
Three passent 157

Recorded in (A History of Wreck Covers, by A.C. Hopkins) reference page 157
(Fig 6), the Courtier was carrying mails from India, Iraq and Egypt to Europe.

My mentioned cover was re-issued to UK destination in 2 Oct 1937, through flight FI
9215 from Phaleron- Greece and received in Dorset on 07 Oct 37 by register violet
oval cachet, then finally at Dorchester by register black oval cachet on 08 Oct 1937....
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Dr. Sherif Samra. President of the Philatelic Society of Egypt
(PSE). for being elected a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society London.

Fellows are elected from members based on service to the society and to philately.
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Philatelic Society of Eqypt (PSE) 2019 Exhibits

The Annual PSE Exhibit ( 29™ March — 5™ April 2019)

5 giull PHionll
Al &g Blga) dupaocll Gsonl)
CULojl - dionll Ugidll ula

The fourth Continental Philatelic Exhibition - Celebrating the 90th anniversary
of the PSE (9" — 16™ September 2019)

2 \ 4 fz ‘.5\4@/
Philatelic \& ‘%%
Society ﬁ?\i“t F% 3
of Egypt B & Y

: 9
N
1929 - 2°

e

/

Exhibits are welcome from PSE members, members and Fellows of the Royal
Philatelic Society London and members of the EgyptStudy Circle and Sudan Study
Group as well as most Gulf States and several other countries.
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Adel Hanafy s Jae

Specialized in selling, buying and exchanging
Egyptian & Arabic stamps - FDC’s & Postal History
Free Evaluation for all Stamps
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L &%

soalall - Yoy dad - SO Heall - )l s jlee - oo 5 YT
26 Adly st. - Niaza Building - 2™ floor - apt.(203) - Cairo
Tel : (202) 23937930 - (202) 01223484129,(202) 01060813235
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Magdy Hanafy A sdaa
4 paal) cBlaal) g SIS g A gou 34 il ga
Jlia gall 9 S 5 Coibail) g ilad)asall g Aisnall g 48 1) cidlanl) (B (auadia
Ulna il - £ - &
Author of Encyclopedia & catalogue of Egyptian money
Specialized in Banknotes, Coins, Medals, Decorations and Postal cards
B Sell - Buy - Free Evaluation
Al - Yoy el - SRl - s slee - oo (3 YT

26 Adly st. - Niaza Building - 2" floor - apt.(203) - Cairo

Tel : (202) 23937930 - (202) 01001300193
Email: magdy.hanafy@gmail.com
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By:Abdelrahman Daw

Address: 26 Adly Street Ground Floor
Mobile: 01095999508

Email: a.daw@aucegypt.edu

Specialization: Egypt 1894-1952,
British Empire & Middle East.
Categories: Stamps, Control
Numbers, Postal History, Essays
&FDCs.
Services:

Evaluating collections based on current market

prices.

Accept Consignment to sell on auction basis.

Buy Collections and Lots at the highest price in
Market.

We always guarantee you
unbeatable prices




